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HE STEERING WHEEL vibrated
like a jackhammer in my sweat-
drenched hands as I gently de-
pressed the throttle pedal for
more power. The car felt as
though it were glued to the tarmac as 1
came out of the sweeping left-hand
corner, while the engine, sitting direct-
ly behind my left ear, let out a deafen-
ing, Godzilla-like shrick. At that in-
stant, the car shot forward like a
discharged bullet, hurtling down the

front straight of Fuji International
Speedway at about 140 mph—and this
thing wasn't even breathing hard.
Intimidating doesn't begin to de-
scribe the driving experience of the
Nissan R390 GT1. Despite its label as
a “road car,” this animal is a virtual
clone of the R390 GT1 race cars, de-
veloped in conjunction with Tom
Walkinshaw Racing (1'WR), that fin-
ished 3rd, 5¢h, 6th and 10th at Le
Mans this year, with all four entries

successfully completing the rigerous
24-hour event. For Nissan, the R390%
impressive showing at Le Mans was
like receiving a dose of Viagra, provid-
ing it with a much-needed jolt of ex-
citement that has recently been miss-
ing from the company. Now Nissan is
keen to keep the ball rolling, an-
nouncing plans for another Le Mans
effort next year (without the help of
TWR) and officially making the R390

GT1 road car available to customers




B As the successor to the Nissan R380 that challenged Porsche in the Sixties, the R390 fell a bit
short of its goal at Le Mans this year. However, all four cars finished the race, signifying that Nissan
is once again a force to be reckoned with. Virtually everything about the road-going version is the
same as the race car, from its 550-bhp engine to its right-hand-drive configuration. Because most of
the corners at Le Mans are right-handers, this seating gives better view of the turns’ apexes.
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